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6, SEE weaknesses in banking halped lead to the Grea
banking system eacly in the Depression?

t ﬂﬁgmon and what happened to the

7. ? i i
What happened to the banking syslem and GNP in the three years after the stock market crash of

19297 What economic satistic best !
Tepreseats the human costs of the depressi
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IN HARD TIMES (681-687) b
8, Describe the extent of unems] ially in i ial citi
et i e s iployment, espacially in S@EHN_ cities, What mental burdens often
9. | How effective were local :
unemployment?
10. What special problems were faced by rural America?
11. Compare and tontrast the impi the Gre . lacks, Azlang
T impict of the Great i Hispanics,
3 the impact on Americans of Eurgpean untmn.D,n%wng S shic shifis o Enﬂ . s
12, What effest did the Depression heve 0 Wwomen .
: ¢ : on the work-fores role 6 4 in !
Eﬂnnnﬁ women i particular? What happéened to Ew.hﬂhn.n ESﬂ....meMﬁ.& et i
13.  How did famifies adjust _e&ngommmngﬁn.uagu .
THE DEPRESSION AND AMERICAN CULTURE (687-695)

:.mo\ﬁ&n>§n§<£ _..;. ; !
oy ues, especially imdividualizm and the success ethic, fare during the hisrd

, State, and private relief agencies in meeting the ravages of widespread

L

. H.m. In what Ewwm..&n_ photographers and writers chronicle the impact of the depression?
16. What sort of fare dominzted radio programming? How did it shape American o
17. What was the tone and focus of most m e

b ovies of the 1930s? How were women and minorities

18. How did popular literature of the 1930g compate and contrast with popular radio and movies?
0Vies?

1. What allure did such radies! moveme communism ocialism
: ements as 2 i Nl -
193057 What role did artistic work, film and books, vﬂﬂuﬂrumaﬂuwgﬁmnmum_ww_nnngm .

M.cmm omﬁwm.»r OF HERBERT HOOVER (695-699) .
5 at were Herbert Hoover® pproach i -
were they? sfimt e & 10 combating economic downtum? How effective
21. In the spring of 1931 what >
Pt | at was Hoover's new approach to the Depression? What caused his shift

22 Whatimpact did Hoaver's handling of thé “Bomus Army® have on his popularity?’

nu.?._ﬁ.nz.mnmﬂh_&uwaauae_.mﬁs ) identi
Y i e n_nnngm« 20 atractive presidential candidate for the Democrats? Why _

24, What happened in the months betw wEu. i

een Roosevelt’s election and his inan i

. ?
WHERE HISTORIANS DISAGREE: CAUSES OF THE GREAT Unmﬁhmm_.mwh”ﬂgu

25, Bx ; . 2 M
riefly explain the “monetary, speading” (fiscal), and “timing” explanations of the causes for

5nvﬂwwpaam§&3a§onm9 H ji
e of the Great Depression. What are the implications of each for

293

»
AMERICAN IN THE WORLD: THE GLOBAL DEPRESSION (680)
26. Why could the depression be called “a major factor—maybe the single most important factor—in
the coming of World War II”? R
THE AMERICAN ENVIRONMENT: DUST BOWL (682-683)
27. Describe the characteristics of the Dust Bowl, Where was it centered? (See regular text pages

also.)

28.  Why can it be said that the causes of the Dust Bowl had as much to do with people as with
pature? What solved, or 2t least partially soived, the problem?

PATTERNS OF POPULAR CULTURE: THE FILMS OF FRANK CAPRA (692-693)

29.  What was Frank Capra’s vision of society and politics? Why did it resonate so clearly with
American audiences in the 1930s and 40s?

Identification
[dentify each of the following, and explain why it is important within the context of the nrmmﬁ...

Dow Jones Industrial Average
“Black Tuesday"”

soup kitchen

“Okdes”

Scottsboro case

Dale Carnegie

Exskine Caldwell

Richard Wright

Joha Steinbeck

10. Walt Disaey

11. Gone with the Wind

12.  LifeMagazine

13, Abraham Lincoln brigade

14.  “Popular Front”

15.  Norman Thomas

16. Southern Tenant Farmers Union
17. Hawley-Smoot Tariff

18.  “Hooverville”

19. Farmers Holiday Association
20, Reconstruction Finance Corporation

[ B N ol

°

Document

The years 1932 and 1933 were the hardest of the Great Depression. Even normally conservative, business-
oniented Fortuns magazine was convinced that extraordinary measures were necessary in the face of the
collapse of existing relisf agenciés and the inadequacy of the $300 million Emergency Relief Act. The excerpt
below is from Fartune's Septerber 1932 issue. Consider the following questions: Why were existing relief
programs so inadequate? Why is it especially significant that 2 business-minded publication like Fortune
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respond. The task overwhelmed local and private reliefefforts. President Herbert Hoover's tentative program
mm veluntary ceoperation, big-business loans, and limited public works was activist by old standards but
inzdeg to the challenge. American tariffs and war-debt policy aggravated international economic
problems and thereby added 10 domestic waes. Although the suffering of Americans, especially blacks and
Emummmnm. Was great, most citizens clung to traditional valués and resisted radical solutions. With veterans
marching, farmers protesting, and millions not working, Franklin Delano Roosevelt won the presidency.

Review Questions

..Qn“mm questions are to be answered with essays. This will allow you to explore relationships between
individuals, events, and attitudes of the period under review.

1. List and explain the five factors that the text identifies s having been princi| i
: s H principally responsible for
making the Great Depression severs. How did these factors interralate with each other?

N. Oss&uﬁom_hnmomnrnUnvammmon&mmo—.conioo<n~.v_~onou..vrummm.wmoi&n5& m_.wnnEm
response? -

3. What did the Depression mean to typical Americans, in terms of standard of livin
: | ; s, g and lifestyle?
ﬁg .w.&.uﬂm most? How did basic American social and political values stand up 1o the econamic
crisis?

Chapter Seif Test

After you have read the chapter in the text and done the exercises in the Study Guide, take the following self
test to see if you understand the mazerial you have covered. Answers appear at the end of the Stady Guide.

MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

Circle the letter of the response that best answers the question or completes the statemnent.

H. gom&uno:oéwmﬁnﬁgm,&dﬂ&na«gdngu&mnummu&nﬂﬁwsﬁwﬁ a&bmso
* yearanda balf preceding the Great Crash of 1929 Which is the exesption? :
a. There was a widespread speculative fever.
b.  The average price of most stock increased dramatically.
¢. The daily volume of stock traded increzsed dramatically.
d. Most brokers required cash payment in full for stock purchases.

2 Iu the several moaths preceding the Great Crash of 1929, three of the following economic
indicators decreased dramatically. Which one increased?

a. automobile sales
b. wholesale prices
. freight-car loadings
d. business inventories
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One of the most important causes of the Great Depression was the fact that during the 1920s:
2. government regulation and trust busting had stifled free enterprise.
b. there was a fundamental maldistribution of purchasing power.
¢. not enough profits were plowed back into business as new capital investment.
d. low tariff policies had benefited foreign competitors and seriously damaged dormnestic
industry.

Tn much of the 1920s, European nations were able to make their war-debt payments to the United
States, and Germany and Austria were able to inue reparation pay ts by:
a. inflating their currencies.

b. draining their gold reserves.

¢. expanding exports to the United States.

d. getting new loans from the United States.

At the depth of the Depression in 1932, the unemployment rate in the United States was estimated
to have been:

a. 50 percent.

b. 75 percent.

c. 25 percent,

d. 10 perceat A

In the early 1930s, the term “Okies” referred to:

a. moonshiners trying to make a living in Appalacia.

b. oil speculators losing money in the Southwest.

¢. swamp dwellers out of the mainstreem in the Deep South.

d. dispossessed farmers fleeing the Dust Bowl. -

Three of the following statements accurately describe the condition of blacks during the Great
Depression. Which is the exception?

a, The migration of blacks to the North ended mcnmvnw..

b. Blacks suffered 2 higher nnemployment rate than whites.

¢. Discrimination against blacks increased, nmumnﬁun_v. in eompetition for jobs.

d. Logal government and private relief benefits for blacks were smaller than for whites.

In the 1920s, the great majority of Hispanics in California and the American Southwest originally
migrated from:

a. Cuba.
b, Mexica.

¢ Puerto Rico.

d. oone of these, for Hispanics were specifically excluded by the immigration laws of the early

1920s.
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Most economic historizns believe that one :uvuﬁn_ ciuse of the Great Depression was the
Urited States’ decision early in the 19205 to forgive the debts that France and Great Britain owed
to .S, banks for loans taken out during World War I.

During the Great Depression, several hundred thousantl African Americans left the industrial
nEWm of the North to return to their agriculturally g.n.na families in the South.

Emow women in the Scuth suffered massive ﬁoBEov.BoB partly because Ewnw white families
cut back on domestic help during the Depression. .

In general, American social values apparently changed relatively little in response to the
Depression.

The Scottsboro case illustrated the corrupt practices of many stock brokers and securities dealers.
In response to the economic crisis, membership in the American Communist Party grew into a
significant political force, and the party obtained virmial autonomy from Soviet control.

Norman Thomas’s columns in the New York Times wamned Americans to resist the rising strength
of socialism and political radicalism.

The Southern Tenant Farmers Unien tried to build an économic coalition between Znnw and
white mrﬂmsdvvmﬂ and cash renters.

Herbert Hoover's public response to the Depression i in 1929 m.& 1930 was to deny that the nation
was even in 2 recession or depression.

The Hawley-Smoot Tariff tried to, noznﬁn the economic downturn by slashing rates to encourage
more trade.

The Bonus Army, E.mmb._una by the NAACP, demanded that the moo<o_. administration provide
more relief for the unemployed.

The Farmers® Holiday Association, fearing a loss in E.umnmn for agricultural pursnits, ntBn_&
that October 15 be designated as Harvest Day in henerof their contributions.

Realizing that Hoover bad been discredited; the Repubilicans nominated former President dS.:._uB

. Howard Taft o run against Frepklin Roesevelt in 1932,

Despite a vwvén& handicap due to polid, Roosevelt exuded a confy nnE and buoyant woaouqu

“New Deal” was the nickname given to Roosevelt’s dépression-fighting Emum by journalists even
though he never used the term himself.

UE.Bm the period from the November 1932 election wnn the March 1933 inanguration, Roosevelt
and Hoover put aside partisan differences and worked on immediate relief projects.
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