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o
24. What'were the srguments and motives of domestic oppanents to the League of Nations? Who
was the leading opponent in the Senate? How much of the blame for the treaty’s defeat should be

laid'an Wilson himself?

A SOCIETY IN TURMOIL (640-646)

25. What happened to the American economy in the postwar years? Why?

26. What inspired the labor unrest of 19197 What were the most important strikes? What did the
wave of strikes reveal about the labor movement?

27. Describe the nation’s postwar racial climate and its causes. Why did some black soldiers feel a
sense of betrayal?

28. What inspired the Red Scare of 1919 to 19207 Was the threat real or imagined?

29. What did the results of the election of 1920 indicate about the mood of the American people?

PATTERNS OF POPULAR CULTURE: BILLY SUNDAY AND MODERN REVIVALISM (634-

635) ’

30. How did Billy Sunday combine fundamentalism with showmanship? What effect did World War
I have on the revival movement?

Identification
Identify each of the following, and explain why it is important within the context of the chapter.

1. “Triple Entente™
2. “Triple Alliance”

3. Bosnia and Serbia

4. Ottoman Empire

5. Lusitania

6. Charles Evans Hughes

7. Nikolai Lenin

8. Selective Service Act

9. John J. Pershing

10. Meuse-Argonne offensive

11. mustard gas

12.  Liberty Bonds =
13. Herbert Hoover

14. Bemard Baruch

15. Ludlow Massacre

16. - Women’s Peace Party

17. Eugene V. Debs

18. Bolshevik .

19. David Eov& Ooo_ﬁn.

20. George Clemenceau

21. “White” Russians

22, “irreconcilables™

23. Henry Cabot Lodge =
4. Marcus Garvey

27t

25.

26.

27.
28.

Comintern
Sacco-Vanzetii trial
James M. Cox
“normalcy™

Document 1

Read the section in the text entitled *A War for Democracy,” paying careful attention to the discussion of the
Zimmermann note. The following document is the official dispatch in which Walter Hines Page, the
Asmerican ambassador to Great Britain, informed the State Department that the British had intercepied
Gemmany's invitation to Mexico to join In war against the United States, Unknown to the Germans, the British

bad broken the German diplomatic code. Read the dispatch, and consider the foll ing questi

: How did

the Zimmermann communication combine with other events early in 1917 to impel the United States 1o
declare war? Why did Germany have reason to believe that Mexico might be receptive to a proposal to wage
war against the United States? Why did the British government give 2 copy of the Zimmermann note to the
United States? How does Zimmermann's note reveal that Germany expected the United States to enter the

war soon?

The Ambassador of Great Britain [Walter Hines Page] to the Secretary of State [Robert Lansing)
LONDON, February 24, 1917, 1 P.M.

[Received 8:30 P.M.]
- . .[British Foreign Secretary Arthur] Balfour has handed me the text of a cipher telegram from
[Arthur] Zi) ann, German S v of State for Foreign Affairs, to the German Minister to

Mexico. ... [ give you the English translation as follows:

We intend to begin on the 1t of February unrestricted submarine warfare, We shall endeavor in
spite of this to keep the United States of America neutral. In the event of this not succeeding, we
make Mexico a proposal of alliance on the following basis: make war together, make peace together,
geaerous financial support and an understanding on our part that Mezxico is to reconquer the lost
territory in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. The settlement in d=tail is left to vou. You will inform
the President [of Mexico, Venustiano Carranza] of the 2bove most secretly as soon as the outbreak of
war with the United States of America is certain and 2dd the suggestion that he should, on his own
initiative, invite Japan to immediate adherence and at the same time mediate between Japan and

-ourselves, Please call the President’s attention to the fact that the ruthless employment of our

submarines now offers the prospect of compelling England in 2 few months to make peace. Signed,
Zimmermann,

The receipt of this information has so greatly exercissd the British Government that they have
lost no time in communicating it to me to transmit to you, in order that our Government may be able
without delay to make such disposition as may be necessary in view of the threatened invasion of cur
termitory. . . .

Us. Department of State, Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the U.S., 1917,
Supplement 1, The Werld War (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1931}, p: 147.

Document 2
"Read the section in the text under the heading “Selling the War and Suppressing Dissent.” The following
excepts are from the official opinions of the United States Supreme Court in two cases involving the
Espionage Act of June 15, 1917. In the first—Schenck v. Uritted States—Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes
formulated the famous “clearand present danger™ test, and in the second—Debs v. United States—he spplied

272
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Paris, Berlin, Rome, London, and Moscow.

The principal arca of submarine warfare.

Tbe approximate Jocation of Germany’s deepest penetration of France,
The approximate location of Germany’s deepest penetration of Russia.
The approximate location of the armistice line.

DA W

Interpretative Questions

wmm&.o_. what you have filled in, answer the following. On some ofthe questions you will need to consult the
narrative in your text for information or explanation.

L What two nations-bore the brunt of the western front Gghting within their borders? What nation
suffered the most on the east? How did this affect the peace negotiations?
2. Why was the ocean war so crucial in bringing the United States into the war?
3. What geographic and nival advantzges did Great Britain have in sea warfare? How did Germany
try to counter these advantages and how I was 1t?
275

Summary .
Following two and a half years of pro-Allied “neutrality,” the United States entered World War I because of
econarmic and cultural factors, as well as German submarine warfare. The armies and civilians of Europe had
already suffered mightily by the time the United States finally entered. American forces, initially at sea and
then on land, provided the margin of victory for the Allies. To mount its total effort, the United States turned
to an array of unprecedented measures: sharply graduated taxes, conscription for a foreign war, bureaucratic
management of the econorny, and a massive propaganda and antisedition campaign. Women eatered the work
force in record numbers, and the hopes of African Americans were raised by military service and war-related
jobs in the North. President Woodrow Wilson formulated American war aims in his famous Fourteen Points,
but he was unable to convince either Europe or the United States fully to accept his lenets as the basis for
peace. By 1920, the American people, tired from nearly three decades of turmoil, had repudiated Wilson's
precious League of Nations in favor of an illusion called “aormalcy.™

Review Questions

These questions are to be answered with essays. This will allow you to explore relationships between
individuals, events, and attitudes of the period under review.

1. Was American involvement in World War | inevitable? What forces worked to maintain
neutrality? What forces propelled the country away from neutrality and into full belligerency?

2. Describe the suffering that the Great War visited on Europe. Why is it said that the United States
emerged from the war as “the only real victor™?

3. How did World War I transform the technology and thereby the horror of modern warfare? What
were the implications for wars to come?

4. What surprises did America face as the reality of “war without stint” unfolded? How did the
American people respond to them? What long-term legacies came from these responses?

5. Despite his tumultuous reception by the peoples of Europe and the generally favorable response
be received on his tour in the western United States, Wilson faced troublesome opposition from
both European statesmen and the United States senators. Why did he encounter such
intransigence? Did he respend in a rational and politically effective way?

6. Explain how the war and the demographic shifts accompanying the war effort raised the
aspirations of African Americans. How were their hopes dashed? What conflicts arose?
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Such expressions as “liberty cabbage™ and “liberty sausage,” as used during World War I, were

an indication of:

a. food shortages in America.

b. American food relief to Belgium,

¢ American hostile reaction to things German.

d. American patriotic fervor to increase the food supply by planting home “victory gardens.”

As used in reference to the period of the Great War, the expression “Great Migration” means:

a. blacks moving from the South to northern industdal cities.

b. urban easterners moving west to agricultural jobs to meet the great demand for food.

¢ rura] dwellers moving to big cities all over the country. '

d. desperate refugees fleeing war-torn Europe for America.

The main purpose of the Committee on Public Information, during World War I, was to:

a. inform American consumers about wartime regulations and restrictions on food, gasolize,
nylon, and the like. !

b. infilrate behind German lines and distribute flyers to the German and occupied citizens
urging them to undermine the war effort.

¢ gather data about troop movements and plans of the Central Powers.

d. disseminate pro-war propaganda and promote public support of the war in the United States.

Which of the following was not one of the principal figures along with Wilson in the Versilles

negotiations?

a. Lloyd Georgia

b. Bernard Banich

¢ Vittorio Orlando

d. Georges Clemenceau

Which of the following was not included in Wilson’s Fourteen Points?

a. freedom of the seas

b. reduction in armaments

©  reparations from those guilty of starting the war

d.” removal of economic barriers to trade between nations o

Which of the following nations was nof represented at the Paris Peace Conference?

a. France

b. ltaly

¢ Britain

d. Russia

In the Senate debate on ratification of the Treaty of Versailles, the so-called ireconcilables were

those who were adamantly opposed to:,

a. jsolationism.

b. United States membership in the League of Nations,

c. interjecting partisan politics into foreign relations.

d. any modification of the treaty as it was originally drafted. :

2719

19.

20.

1.

2.

B e A SRR
bal

10.

1.

t

12.

13.

Both the Palmer Raids and the Sacco and Vanzetti case may be cited as evidence in the aftermath
of World War I of the depth of feeling in America against:

a. radicalism.

b. German-Americans.

¢. Ialian-Americans.

d. internationalism.
In the first few years after World War I, relations between blacks and whites in America were

generally characterized by:

a. grudging acceptance due to common economic distress.

b. extreme resentment, race riots, and numerous lynchings.

¢. relative cordiality due to the blacks’ gallant service in the war.

d. notable improvement due to new legal safeguards for blacks, which had been enacted during
the progressive period.

TRUE-FALSE QUESTIONS
Read each statement carefully. Mark true statements “T™ and false statements “F.”

The “Central Powers™ of World War I included Germany, the Ottoman Empire (Turkey), and the
Austro-Hungarian Empire.

At the time of its sinking by a German submarine, the British ocean liner Lusitania was carrying
munitions as well as passengers.

Woodrow Wilson’s victorious presidential campaign in 1916 was significantly aided by his
pledge that the United States would immediately enter World War I on the Allied side if he were
reelected. N

In World War L, Russiz started out on the Allied side but joined Germany in fighting against the
Allies after the communists tock over.

After the sinking of the Lusitania, popular support for World War 1 was so great thal the military
draft authorized by Congress never had to be implemented.

Most African-American soldiers in World War 1 were confined to noncombat roles, but some did
fight in the offensives of 1918. :

The principal commander of German military forces was John Pershing.

The biggest defeat of American ground forces in World War [ was in the Argonne Forest.
Bemard Baruch headed the War Industries Board.

Government actions ¢uring World War I resulted in a significant increase in labor union
membership between 1917 and 1919.

Unlike in France and Great Britain where opposition to the Great War was treated harshly, the
United States allowed antiwar dissidents to speak and operate freely without supervision or
harasstoent

" In the Ludlow Massacre, German officers killed several hundred Russfan prisdners of war

suspected of being communists.

During and shortly after World War I, there were several race riots in southern cities, but race
relations remained relatively harmonious in northem cities such as Chicago, Detroit, and the St
Louis area.
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